
  
November 8, 2019 
 
Dear Kingsley Families, 
 
I hope that you all are well and that you’re looking forward to spending time 
with family and friends during the upcoming holiday break! It continues to be a 
very busy school year and we had/have several exciting events and opportunities 
coming up for our students before the break. Our Kindergarten students went on 
a field trip to the Northshore Performing Arts Center. Fourth graders will be 
heading to ETHS on a field trip and our fifth graders will attend a play at Haven. 
Next week we have our annual EISMA performance. Students will experience 
and learn about blues music from the Omar Coleman Blues Band. We appreciate 
the generous support of our families and community partners whose 
contributions make these opportunities possible for our students.  
 
The PTA sent home the annual appeal letter this week asking families to invest 
in Kingsley. I’ve only recently learned about this initiative but I’m amazed by 
the consistent level of support that is provided to Kingsley through our PTA, 
everyone who contributes to school events, and the numerous parents who 
contribute to our school in a variety of ways to enrich the learning opportunities 
for all of our students. As I’ve stated over the last several months since 
beginning the transition to Kingsley this summer, I am proud to be a member of 
this school community. I have witnessed the student-centered approach of the 
adults in our community, and how individuals honor the goal of creating a more 
welcoming and inclusive school learning environment where all students can 
reach their full potential. It is through this home/school trust and collaboration 
that will allow our school to remain outstanding as we continually look for 
opportunities to improve our practices.  
 
In closing, please support us in the following: 

● Please remember to always sign in at the main office when entering 
the building. We ask this to help ensure that we keep everyone safe. 
We’ve often had visitors enter the building without signing in and this is 
a great concern as we continually assess how to improve the security of 
our building.  

● Please provide the appropriate clothing for your child for cold 
weather every day. We are outside for recess as long as the wind chill is 
not below 20 degrees.  

● Students are not allowed inside the building before 8:30 unless they 
are in a morning program. There is no supervision available until 8:50 
so it becomes a safety issue when students walk or are dropped off early. 



  
Please call the main office if you would like information about morning 
childcare options.  

● Students who arrive on the bus should remain outside (weather 
permitting). All Breakfast students must go outside at 8:50. Recently 
we’ve had many students stay outside because they want to play with 
friends and miss breakfast, decide to come in to try to get breakfast late 
when staff is cleaning up, or have difficulty transitioning from breakfast 
to go outside at 8:50.  If your child eats breakfast please discuss with 
them that they are to eat lunch at 8:30 first before going outside. Our 
breakfast staff will dismiss all breakfast students at 8:50. Students 
should enter the building in the morning through the designated 
door with their grade-level peers. We want to be sure that all of our 
students have a good breakfast and a good start to the day.  Thank you 
for your support! 

● We spend a substantial amount of time discussing respect, kindness, 
and safety at Kingsley. To create effective learning environments we 
proactively teach our students to solve problems by thinking carefully 
about the situation, taking responsibility (ownership), and identifying a 
solution/resolution. Please reinforce our efforts by regularly talking with 
your children at home.  

● Please have your child leave all Pokemon cards at home. While 
typically not an issue we’ve had an increase in hurt feelings and lost 
instructional time helping students to navigate issues that have been 
created because of them being brought to school. Please reinforce our 
efforts by discussing this with your child and having them leave their 
cards at home. 

● Traffic Reminder and Concern:  
○ Prairie Ave is a one-way going north before and after school. 

Parking is allowed facing north on the west side of the street 
during pickup and drop off. There is no need to turn around to 
park on the west side of the street. Please do not go south on 
Prairie or use the alleys to turn around - it disrupts the flow of 
traffic creating traffic backups, and is very dangerous to children 
and families trying to cross the street. If you need a quick exit 
after school, it is suggested to not use Prairie or Colfax to pick up 
your child as it can get backed up due to coinciding with the 
Haven dismissal. There are other side streets within a short walk 
that you can park on or have your child walk to meet you. We 
want all of our children, families and crossing guards to be safe. 
Please follow the traffic laws set forth by the City of Evanston. 

 
 



  
Upcoming Dates 
November 8th - 4th-Grade Field Trip to ETHS 

           5th Grade Field Trip to Haven (Play) 
November 11th - No School 
November 12th - EISMA Assembly 
November 14th - PTA Meeting 
November 27th - 29th - No School 
 
As always, don't hesitate to reach out if there is anything I can 
do to help. Enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday! 
 
 
Regards, 

 


